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Removing Nitrate-Nitrogen from Wastewater Using Rotten Wood as Carbon

Source
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Abstract:In this research COD release of rotten wood was studied and rotten wood was investigated as the sole carbon source as well
as biofilm carrier to remove nitrate from wastewater in up-flow laboratory reactor. The experimental results indicated that rotten wood
could release carbon source continuously. COD released of rotten wood inoculated with humus was 2.3 times higher than that of
sterilized rotten wood and VFA was 5 times. The research of denitrification was carried out at 25°C +1°C 30 mg/L of initial NO; N
concentration and 12 h of hydraulic retention time. Nitrate removal efficiency was above 80% . A time-dependent decrease in nitrate
removal efficiency was observed after 46 days of operation. The results showed that rotten wood could be used as an effective carbon
source for denitrification.
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Fig. 1  Schematic of a laboratory-scale experiment
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Fig.2  COD release of three carbon source substrates
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