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MERITS AND DEMERITS OF SCIENTIFIC CITATION INDEX (SCI) SYSTEM
APPLIED TO EVALUATING THE PERFORMANCE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Xu Yuhong*

Chen Tongbin'

( * Center for Scientific Documentation and Information., Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081;
tLaboratory of Environmental Remediation , Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources Research , CAS, Beijing 100101)

Abstract The merits and demerits of Scientific Citation Index (SCI) system for evaluation of performance of scientific

research in China are discussed in the paper. Although much attention should be paid to its disadvantage, the SCI system

may still be a convenient tool for evaluation of basic scientific research at present.
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