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Abstract

extremely cancerogenic to human health. The paper investigated the adsorption characteristics of common materials used in water

In water treatment, N—nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA) is a newly detected nitrogenous disinfection by—product, which is

treatment such as activated carbon. The result indicate that the quartz sands, zeolite and diatomaceous earth powder are barely capa—
ble of adsorbing NDMA, Coal granular activated carbon and wood powder activated carbon possesse the best adsorption performance
yet activated carbon fiber and powdered activated carbon made of coal. Freundlich model was applied to describe the adsorption
isotherms of coal granular activated carbon and wood powder activated carbon of NDMA absorption, with & values 1.295 and 1.462
(mg/g)(L/mg)", 1/n values 0.95 and 0.68, respectively, which reveal the fact that activated carbon failed to adsorb NDMA effectively.
With different initial solution pH and consentration of dissolved salts, no significant changes of adsorption properity the granular acti—
vated carbon system are found. Further more, experiments of NDMA absorption by acid, alkali and nitrogen modified granular activat—
ed carbon were carried on, and the results show that none of them enhanced the adsorption efficiency, the k£ value of acid modified
activated carbon decreased to 0.5 (mg/g)(L./mg)", while the other two marginally reduced. Overall, it is found that some types of acti—
vated carbon act more or less effectively in the process of NDMA adsorption with low adsorption capacity. What’s more, different
modification methods could hardly improve the adsorption effect of NDMA by GAC. In conclusion, conventional adsorption is not

useful method for NDMA removal in water treatment.
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Tab.1 Properties of Activated Carbon Used in Experiment

/% / mgret / mig! / mgeg’!

290 pm  4~6  60~1100 100~1500 200~270
2mm 3 1100 7383 105£10
<40pm 5 / / /
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Tab.2 Materials and Methods to Modify Activated Carbon

/C /h
N, 4 kPa 350 3
NaOH 1 mol/L 25 3
HNO;, 1 mol/L 25 3
H,0, 30 % 25 3
KMnO, 0.1 mol/L 25 3
1.2
1.2.1
1
1
mg/L.  NDMA o
250 ml
0.05.0.1.0.2.0.5.
0.7.1.15 ¢ Milli —Q
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Fig.1 Effectiveness of NDMA Adsorption by Different Adsorbent
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Fig.2 Isotherms of NDMA Adsorption by Wood Activated Carbon and
Coal Activated Carbon
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Tab.3  Properties of Adsorption Isotherms of Wood Activated
Carbon and Coal Activated Carbon
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Fig.3 Influence of pH on the Effectiveness of NDMA Adsorption by GAC
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Tab.4  Properties of Adsorption Isotherms with Different pH
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Tab.5 Coefficients of Freundlich Isotherms for Modified
02 Activated Carbon
0.1
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O 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ]
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Fig.5 NDMA Adsorption Isotherms of GAC Modcfiecl by Acid, Alkali
and N, 5
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