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Abstract: The problems caused by using parameter assimilable organic carbon (AQC) as a surrogate
incheator for the biological stability of drinking water were discussed combined with the appearance of
microbial regrowth inside the drinking water distribution hnes. The kinds and characteristics of nutrients
used by microorganisms in water were investigated and on the basis of concerning the kev effect of
phosphorus 1n growth and metabolism of microorganisms, it was proposed that the bio-stability of the
drinking water could be ensured by way of simultaneous monitoring and control of P content and AOC
level. The feasibility to use hoth phosphorus and AQC as control index for drinking water bio-stability

has been approached.
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